Little is known regarding barriers to contraception in the country. Further studies are required in order to access contraceptive determinant choices and factors limiting the use of modern method use in Brazil.
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Unmet need for modern contraceptive should be addressed in Brazil.
Little is known regarding barriers to contraception in the country. Further studies are required in order to access contraceptive determinant choices and factors limiting the use of modern method use in Brazil.
Optimization of educational and awareness programs for women and family planning is required.
In conclusion, the present study showed a critical need to develop strategies in order to improve politics of reproductive health in Brazil. The data are cross-sectional in nature and do not allow for causal explanations to be made.
CONCLUSION

LIMITATIONS
•
•
Although modern contraceptives represent highly effective methods, traditional methods excluding condom (e.g. rhythm) are still used as contraceptive alternative in Brazil.
Patterns reported worldwide previously from 2013 were consistent when compared to updated information of Brazilian contraceptive use from NHWS, with lower prevalence use compared to developed countries.
The present study showed disparities among regions regarding contraceptive prevalence rates and corroborates with prior studies. Of 12,000 total respondents, 4,560 were women from 18-49 years old, to whom contraceptive methods related questions were applied. Information about women whose partners had vasectomy was not captured.
Invitations to participate were sent to a sample, stratified according to gender and age.
Weights were calculated to be representative of the Brazilian adult population and analyses were based on the weighted data. Weighting variables consist of age and gender, from the International Data Base of the U.S. Census Bureau and Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development and socioeconomic status from the Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics.
Means were reported for continuous variables and percentages and weighted counts were reported for categorical variables.
Descriptive analyses and contraceptive prevalence rate (CPR) were based on the weighted data. 
RESULTS
Overall, 63% of the surveyed women from 18-49 years old used any contraception method in the past 6 months, including married (39%) and single (33%) women (see Table 1 and Figure 1 ).
CPR regardless of marital status and CPR only for married women were 63 % and 66%, respectively.
Further broken down by state projected estimates, excluding those with small sample size, reveal the highest contraception prevalence in the South with 73.84%, opposed to the lowest in the North with 29.8% (see Figure 2 ). 4.
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ABSTRACT OBJECTIVES: Contraception represents one of the hallmarks on women´s health. However, the most recent data reported related to contraceptive use in Brazil dates back to 2006. Therefore, our study aimed to describe contraceptive use patterns reported by Brazilian women in 2012.
METHODS:
Sample data were extracted from the 2012 Brazil National Health and Wellness Survey (NHWS), an internet based general health survey, which is stratified to be representative of age and gender. Of 12,000 total respondents, 4,560 were women from 18-49 years old, of which, contraceptive methods related questions were applied. Information about women whose partners had vasectomy were not captured. Descriptive analyses and contraceptive prevalence rate (CPR) were based on the weighted data.
RESULTS:
Overall, 63% of the surveyed women from 18-49 years old were using any contraception method during the past 6 months and included married (39%) and single (33%) women. Young women from 18-34 years (68%) were the most representative age group. Calculated CPR regardless of marital status and CPR only for married women were 63 % and 66%, respectively. Among contraceptive methods, modern contraception were most used, including condoms (44%), pill for birth control (44%), and injection (9%). Use of vaginal ring, patches and implant represented less than 1% each. Additionally, traditional methods were reported in more than 5% of the women. Pills for non-birth control use were reported by 20%.
CONCLUSION:
Patterns reported worldwide previously from 2013 were consistent when compared to updated information of Brazilian contraceptive use from NHWS, with lower prevalence use compared to developed countries. Data was similar when evaluating the use of modern contraceptive methods and worldwide average of CPR for married women.
In conclusion, awareness of contraception importance and related alternatives are needed in the country, which can lead to optimization of educational and awareness programs for women.
Improving reproductive health through access to safe and effective methods of fertility control can improve women´s health and reduce child mortality.
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More than 200 million women in developing countries would like to delay or stop childbearing but are not using any method of contraception. Mean age of the total sample, women using and not using contraceptives in the past 6 months were 41.6, 31 and 35.4 years, respectively ( Table 1) .
Young women from 18-34 years (68%) were the most representative age group among patients using contraception (Figure 3) . 92% of the sample using contraceptives had sexual intercourse in the past 6 months (Figure 4) Among contraceptive methods, modern contraception were most used, including condoms (44%), pill for birth control (41%), and injection (9%).
Least common methods included the use of vaginal ring, patches and implant with less than 1% each.
Additionally, most common traditional methods used were rhythm reported by 5% of the women.
Pills for non-birth control use were reported by 20%. Note: Contraceptive use was only asked of women 18-49 years (n=3,044; projected n=31.1 M)
